
VIDEO ACTIVE

Creating Access to European 

Television History



Goal

• Giving access to television heritage
– Reflecting the cultural and historical similiarities and 

differences of television across the European Union

– User groups

• Education 

• General Public 

• Cultural Heritage 

• Creative industries



The Project

• eContentplus programme

• 36 months

– Start date: September 2006

– Launch first version of the portal: November 2007

• Proven technology: Birth of TV

(http://www.birth-of-TV.org )

• 10.000 items online by August 2009
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http://www.birth-of-tv.org/
http://www.birth-of-tv.org/
http://www.birth-of-tv.org/
http://www.birth-of-tv.org/


The consortium

14 members from 10 countries

11 content providers / 10 languages



Advisory board

• IASA

• FIAT

• EBU

• BFI

• Joanneum Research

• University of Madrid



Content selection strategy

• Framework designed in collaboration with 

academics (London conference April 07)

• Requirements survey: – Types of content 

topics, and services

• Content Influenced by rights & originating 

format - no funds for digitising or copyright   



Portal

National Media Server

Open Archives Initiative 

The European LibraryWorkflow

Multilingual ThesauriX

Legacy Database

Contribution Tool



Design



Historical Path

• Academics & media students in Europe are contributing articles to add  

context to items on the portal. 



Topics



“Items” are video, images/scans  

and articles

Comedy formats

News production

Influence of technology



Video Active “value” to the BBC

• It’s supports the BBC’s stated aim for 

public access to archive content

• The metadata and content of Video Active 

can also be reached via Europeana, the 

“Digital Archive Gateway”      

• Builds on the relationships with 

universities and broadcast archives



Thank you


