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Europeana

Europeana brings together and makes available digital 

content from:

ÅFour cultural heritage sectors

ÅMuseums, Archives, Libraries, Audio-visual archives

ÅTwenty-nine countries

ÅEU plus Norway and Switzerland

ÅTwenty-six languages

ÅFour types of material

Å Image, sound, video, text

é.need for a metadata lingua francaé



ESE V3.2

Europeana Semantic Elements (ESE) V3.2 developed for the 

prototype

ÅA Dublin core-based application profile

ÅCross-domain schema for heterogeneous data

ÅNot to capture the full semantics of providerôs data

Å37 Dublin Core terms ïused principally to describe the 

objects

Å12 Europeana coined terms  - used to support portal 

functionality

ÅNeeded to have consistent data for the portal to work



The Dublin Core elements

Title  Alternative  

Creator   

Subject   

Description  TableOfContents  

Publisher   

Contributor   

Date  Created; Issued  

Type   

Format  Extent; Medium  

Identifier   

Source   

Language   

Relation  isVersionOf; hasVersion; isReplacedBy; replaces; isRequiredBy; requires;  
isPartOf; hasPart; isReferencedBy; references; isFormatOf; hasFormat;  
conformsTo 

Coverage  Spatial; Temporal  

Rights   

Provenance   
 



Europeana elements

Element Who is responsible Function 

europeana:isShownAt 

or 

europeana:isShownBy

Provider must provide at least one of 

these elements - both if applicable.

URL 

Links to object

europeana:object
Provider - if appropriate to the data

URL
Source of thumbnail

europeana:provider
Provider must provide this element.

Controlled list.
Facet

europeana:type
Provider must provide this element.

Controlled list 
Facet

europeana:unstored
Provider ïonly if  appropriate to your 

data. Text string
Container element

europeana:country

Europeana is responsible for providing 

all these elements.  

Facet

europeana:hasObject System use

europeana:language Facet

europeana:uri System Identifier

europeana:usertag User provided tags (future)

europeana:year Facet, timeline









Normalised elements

ÅLanguage

ÅISO 369-1 standard two character code. 

ÅCountry 

ÅISO 3166 standard 

ÅYear

ÅFour digit year from Gregorian calendar (YYYY)

ÅGenerated where possible from date supplied in <dc:date> 

ÅProvider

ÅControlled list of names, in the language of provider

ÅType

ÅControlled list (in English) of four types: Text, Image, Sound, Video

Åmapped from the diverse types used in source data (by provider)



Mapping and Normalisation

Three key reference documents for providers:

ÅESE Specification V3.2

ÅNormalisation Guidelines V1.2

ÅESE V3.2 XML schema + explanatory text

All available from the ñProvide Contentò section of the  

Europeana Group pages:

http://group.europeana.eu/web/guest/provide_content



Additional elements for Rhine

Currently under development:

Åeuropeana:dataProvider 

ÅThe name of the content provider

Åeuropeana:rights

ÅIndication of a licence type the covers the digital content and the 
thumbnail

ÅWaiting for all the interdependencies to be worked through
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Content Ingestion 

ÅEuropeana has provided a Content Checker tool which has 

two parts:

ÅThe Content Ingestor

ÅAllows uploading of a data set

ÅValidation against the ESE V3.2 XML schema

ÅImporting the data into the database

ÅIndexing of data

ÅCaching of thumbnails

ÅThe Test Portal

ÅSeparate from the operational portal

ÅAllows provider to search for uploaded data 



Content Ingestor

Select ñnew data setò - the ingestor automatically 

creates a new ID ïñnull05ò in this example 



Content Ingestor - upload


