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Europeana ― the vision

Europe’s digital libraries, 

archives and museums 

online 

•A showcase for Europe’s 
cultural and scientific 

heritage 

•A flagship project of the 

European Commission and 

the European Parliament.

―A digital library that is a single, 

direct and multilingual access point 

to the European cultural heritage.‖

European Parliament, 27 September 2007

ñA unique resource for Europe's 

distributed cultural heritage … 

ensuring a common access to 

Europe's libraries, archives and 

museums.‖

Horst Forster, Director, Digital Content & 

Cognitive Systems Information Society 

Directorate, European Commission



Europeana today

A partnership network of 180 major national institutions 

across Europe with hundreds more providing access to their 

collections through aggregation.

A Europeana prototype online which provides access to 6 

million objects;  new material is earmarked for addition to the 

site:

•10 million due in 2010

•15 million in 2013
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documents the Jewish contribution to Europe’s cultural 

heritage on the theme of Cities

Judaica Europeana



Why Cities?

‘The Jews have been an urban people par excellence, 

and their influence on the urban landscape is 

unmistakable.’ 

óPeople of the City: Jews and the Urban Challenge ó

Ed. Ezra Mendelsohn, Oxford University Press, Oxford 1999



Jewish contribution to European cities

Jews are the oldest minority in 

Europe with Jewish inscriptions in 

Greece dating back to the 3rd

Century BCE. 

Marble plaque, bearing the images of a 

menorah, lulav and etrog. Found in 1977 

by Prof. Homer Thompson near the 

ancient synagogue in the Agora of Athens. 

Probably part of the synagogue’s frieze, 

3rd –4th C.E. Jewish Museum of Greece



Jewish contribution to European cities 

London’s East End and the 

Belleville quarter of Paris were 

once thriving Jewish areas with 

Jewish shops, cafés, schools, 

libraries, publishing houses, 

newspapers and theatres.  

In the harbour of Thessaloniki, 

before World War I, economic 

activity stopped on the Day of 

Atonement. 

One-third of Warsaw’s population 

was Jewish in the 1930s.

Warsaw, Nalewki Street (1915-1918)

From the collection of the Jewish 

Historical Institute, Warsaw



Jewish contribution to European cities 

Urbanisation and occupational 

specialisation has led to the 

identification of Jews with 

specific streets, neighbourhoods 

and other urban phenomena. 

The J-Street Project by Susan Heller. 

Compton Verney Trust and the DAAD, Berlin, 

2005. A book, installation and video produced  

with the support of the European Association 

for Jewish Culture.



Jewish contribution to European cities 

Jewish cultural expressions in 

European cities can be documented 

through objects dispersed in many 

collections: documents, books, 

manuscripts, periodicals, 

photographs, works of art, religious 

artefacts, postcards, posters, audio-

recordings and films, buildings and 

cemeteries. 

History of the Jews by Heinrich Graetz, 

Leipzig 1864. Copper engraving of Moses 

Mendelssohn by A. and TH. Weger



Jewish contribution to European cities



The challenge

JUDAICA Europeana’s 

challenge is to facilitate 

access to a critical quantity of 

Jewish cultural heritage at 

the level of individual objects. 

Opening up access to these 

collections will take place in 

their proper context of 

creation and use, that of the 

wider European civilization 

provided by Europeana.

White Stork Synagogue in 

Wrocław, front view, 2007



The challenge

Judaica Europeana will begin by digitizing millions of pages 

and thousands of other items from the collections of its 

partner libraries, archives and museums.  

Judaica Europeana will also facilitate access to other digital 

collections on Jews in European cities — wherever they may 

be.  And this is where we invite you to come in ....



The network

Judaica Europeana is anchored in 

a network of leading European 

institutions:

•European Association of Jewish       

Culture, London

•Judaica Sammlung der Universitäts-

bibliothek der Goethe Universität, 

Frankfurt am Main

•Alliance Israélite Universelle, Paris

•British Library, London

•Hungarian Jewish Archives, Budapest

•Jewish Historical Institute, Warsaw

•Jewish Museum of Greece, Athens

•Jewish Museum London

•Ministry of Cultural Heritage and 

Activity (MiBAC), Rome

•Amitié, Centre for Research and 

Innovation, Bologna

Associate Partners

•Jewish Historical Museum, Amsterdam

•Jewish Museum, Frankfurt

•Museo Sefardi, Toledo

•National Library of Israel, Jerusalem

•Paris Yiddish Centre   ̶ Medem Library



Extending the network

The following expressed their interest 

in joining Judaica Europeana:

•Aberdeen University Library

•Center for Jewish History, New York

•Galicia Jewish Museum, Krakow

•Jewish Museum, Brussels

•London Metropolitan Archive

Travelling trunk brought by a German refugee 

family to England in May 1939, Mädler Koffer, 

c.1930, Germany. The Jewish Museum London



The project

The project will include:

•Digitisation and aggregation of Jewish content for Europeana. 

•Coordination of standards across institutions in order to synchronise the metadata 

with the requirements of Europeana.

•Deployment of knowledge management tools to enable communities of practice 

to adapt and apply controlled vocabularies, thesauri and ontologies for the indexing, 

retrieval and re-use of the aggregated content.

•Support for the use of the digitised content in academic research; university-

based teaching; schools; online teaching and learning; museums and virtual 

exhibitions; events of cultural institutions; cultural tourism; visual arts, music and 

multimedia.



A unique opportunity for heritage institutions

•To promote their collections and 

Jewish culture worldwide.

•To engage a new generation of 

users and meet their changing 

expectations.

Chatzer: Inside Jewish Venice (2004), a 

film by Carlo Hintermann, Citrullo

International with the support of the 

European Association for Jewish Culture.



What benefits Judaica Europeana can bring to you

•Europeana’s multilingual search engine will help users to find and explore your 

collections 

•Europeana drives traffic to your site by linking users back to the content provider's 

website. 

•Europeana enriches your users' experience by giving exposure to your content 

and also related information held in other countries or in other formats.  It makes 

cross-border and interdisciplinary study possible in new ways, and your content gains 

from association with linked material. 

•Users today expect content to be integrated - to be able to see videos, look at 

images, read texts and listen to sounds in the same space. Users don't expect to 

have to enter new search terms at separate sites to bring together related content. 



What benefits Judaica Europeana can bring to you

•Europeana will expose your metadata to search engines, making deep web content 

accessible.

•Europeana will soon be able to provide a set of APIs (application programming 

interfaces)  through which the content of Europeana may be re-used by Europeana

partners and integrated for display in their own online platforms.

•Knowledge transfer is a key reason for being part of the Europeana network. 

Europeana works with digital library experts from across Europe and America. They 

are leading thinkers and practitioners in the fields of metadata standards, 

multilinguality, semantic web, information architecture, usability, geolocation, object 

modelling and other topics. 



What Judaica Europeana partners would like from you

We would like you to join us in this remarkable  

collaborative project and

•aggregate your digital content on the theme of Jewish life in 

European cities

•collaborate in virtual exhibitions

•collaborate in scholarly and educational activities



Next steps

üJoin Judaica Europeana as an Associate Partner and / or just 

aggregate your digital content

Contact 

Lena Stanley-Clamp 

contact.judaica.europeana@gmail.com

üVisit  www.judaica-europeana.eu



Thank you

Recording: 

Eddie Harding's 

Nightclub Boys -

Yoi yoi, Mr 

Cohen, Piccadilly 

1930 (UK)

Jewish foxtrot 

(Youtube) 

http://www.youtu

be.com/watch?v

=sVT43EcxGXk
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