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A  common, online multilingual access point 

to Europeôs distributed digital heritage

Direct access to 10 million digital objects ïfilm, photos, paintings, 

sounds, maps, manuscripts, books, newspapers, archival papers



EuropeanaLocal

ÅOne of a family of additional projects funded by EC to further 

develop Europeana

ÅFocus is on local and regional museums, libraries, archives 

and audio-visual institutions:

Goal: to mobilise and assist the huge numbers of them at 

local and regional level make the enormous amount of digital 

content that  they hold interoperable and accessible through 

Europeana and other service providers



Who submits data to Europeana?

Europeana

Individual institutionsAggregators

Projects Institutions

1st layer

2nd layer

3rd layer

TEL

BAM

SCRAN

Kultura.hr

EFG APENet

Connect BHL Europe

EUScreen Judaica

MIMO Travel

ATHENA

Local

CARARE

HOPE



APEnet

ASSETS ATHENA

BHL-Europe CARARE
Europeana Connect

Europeana Local

European Film Gateway (EFG)

Europeana Regia

EUscreen

Europeana Travel

HOPE

JUDAICA Europeana

MIMO

The European Library

Presto

Prime ARROW

Europeana v1.0

Europeana



Rhine release Danube release



Europeana: content holders/potential providers
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EuropeanaLocal: Objectives
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EuropeanaLocal: added value

ÅPromoting and enabling the participation of local and 

regional content holders 

Åmaking available millions of digital items from local and regional 
institutions across Europe

Åcontributing powerfully to the growth and scope of Europeana

ÅContributing to understanding and solving interoperability 

issues across cultural heritage domains

Åtaking account of the particular needs of local and regional 
institutions

ÅActing as a real world test bed for Europeana's standards, 

tools and infrastructures and providing feedback

ÅEncouraging the development of sensible and sustainable 

levels of aggregation in each partner country



EuropeanaLocal: Basic Facts



EuropeanaLocal: Consortium 



ÅEuropeana Foundation 

Å1 Ministry of Culture (as aggregator of local 

content)

Å2 national libraries, 2 national museums, 3 

national cultural agencies 

Å5 regional cultural authorities

Å7 public libraries 

Å1 local museum

Å1 research foundation

Å1 regional digital library provider

Å7 private sector organisations

EuropeanaLocal partners: types of organisation



Project structure and activities

ÅPreparatory surveys to determine: 

Åthe range of content; metadata schemas;  harvesting activities and 
aggregation levels in use by cultural heritage content holders at 
local and regional level 

Åto establish the technical infrastructure (e.g. repositories) and 
relevant skills available 

ÅRepository selection and implementation/adaption

ÅStandards and infrastructure

ÅTesting and using the ESE, Workflow, Content Checker, and 
feedback on the governance and legal framework. Next up -
SKOS and vocabulary tools

ÅTraining and knowledge transfer ïguidance, training, 

workshops



Content ingestion

ÅAs the first project to use the content checker we have 

assisted  Europeana by:

ÅActing as a real world ótest bedô

ÅHelping to ensure that the systems and facilities developed by 
Europeana meet the needs of the organizations contributing 
content, especially the many thousands at local and regional level

ÅFeedback from EuropeanaLocal played a key role in helping to 
define the optimal workflows for a range of different types of 
provider. 



Content ingestion   (2)

ÅCurrently EuropeanaLocal partners are installing and 

populating their repositories, where required

ÅAnd working with Europeana to test and ingest their content

ÅSo far EuropeanaLocal partners have contributed 

2,529,182 items to the live Europeana service

ÅThe objective is that the main group of partners will have 

their metadata harvested during the first half of 2010 in order 

to be ready for, and correspond with, the Europeana Rhine 

release  - scheduled for Summer 2010.



EuropeanaLocal content live in Europeana from: 

ÅSpain

ÅNorway

ÅUK

ÅPoland

ÅSweden 

ÅGreece

ÅGermany

ÅSlovenia

ÅSlovakia

ÅBulgaria

ÅAustria

ÅComing soon from:

ÅLatvia

ÅLithuania

ÅCzech Republic

ÅIreland

ÅHungary

ÅBelgium

ÅNetherlands

ÅPortugal

ÅFrance?



Latvian rural women at work, 1920s

The Museum of Latvian Photography



Cyclist in Tarvastu, Estonia, 1912 

Johannes Pääsuke, Estonian National Museum



Gradual, Grzegorz z Wronek, 1627 
The Kórnik Library of the Polish Academy of Sciences



Aggregation

ÅDissemination activities

Åto promote the results and availability of the EuropeanaLocal 
service 

Åto address the future expansion and extension of Europeana. 

ÅWe have a strong focus on helping to implement sensible 

levels of aggregation across Europe. 

ÅNational and other initiatives designed to aggregate 

metadata for digital content underway, and at various stages 

of progress, in a substantial number of EU countries. 

http://www.europeana.eu/


Aggregation   (2)

ÅWe aim to support these and where possible to stimulate the 

spread of similar initiatives as well as to promote the use of 

Europeana-compliant standards

ÅTo this end, we are currently beginning a series of National 

Meetings, one in each Member State, designed to enable 

discussion, to build consensus and support progress from 

whatever the current position may be on national 

aggregation issues, especially those which involve local and 

regionally-sourced content. 



Aggregation   (3) 

ÅThe first of the 27 planned National meetings have taken 

place in Sweden, Belgium, Bulgaria, Portugal, Czech 

Republic, and Romania.  

ÅDegree of flexibility in each country over what exactly the mix 

and emphasis should be for each national meeting. 

ÅThe question of how local and regional content can most 

effectively be aggregated and made available for further use 

by Europeana and other services is at the heart of things. 



Aggregation   (4)

ÅAgendas focus on key questions, as they affect the situation 

in each country  (and set in the context of Europeana 

requirements and governance framework: 

ÅWho is currently aggregating local and regional content?

ÅHow are things going, what challenges are they facing (e.g. 
financing and business models)? 

ÅWho else has a practical and policy interest in this area?

ÅIs there any scope for bringing local and regional content within a 
broader national approach to content aggregation, either by 
contributing to cross-domain aggregations or to national óverticalô 
aggregations for individual sectors?

ÅIs the meeting in a position to agree an action plan or at least 
some next steps? 

Å



Thank you!

Questions/comments?

mary.rowlatt@mdrpartners.com

MDR Partners

Scientific co-ordinators: EuropeanaLocal

www.europeanalocal.eu

http://version1.europeana.eu/web/guest

mailto:mary.rowlatt@mdrpartners.com
http://www.europeanalocal.eu/
http://version1.europeana.eu/web/guest
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Who submits data to Europeana?
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