
Why, What & How

Europeana-UK Conference 2010

Connecting UK Collections



Why have a Culture Grid
Connecting UK Collections?

Collections Trust are providing the Culture Grid service to

• Power collections to more people

• Power collections through more services, inc 
Europeana; subject services; regional services etc

• Power collections for more use, life and value

Empower collections for all



What is the Culture Grid?

• A new and unique online service to join and open up UK collections 
information

• A growing range of UK collections information
– Over 1 million object records
– 8000 collection records
– 7000 institution record

• A growing range of ways to use UK collections information

• An internationally acclaimed technology base supporting a range of 
standards based ways to add and use collections information (Knowledge 
Integration Ltd)

• A fabulous new website; search and timeline application (Gooii Ltd)



Culture Grid Connecting UK Collections

http://www.culturegrid.org.uk/


Culture Grid Timeline



How to Add to & Use Culture Grid

• Tell us about what you have to add or how you 
want to use via website: 
culturegrid@collectionstrust.org.uk

• Together we’ll work out most appropriate way

• Hey presto...people will access your 
collections in more ways from more places

mailto:culturegrid@collectionstrust.org.uk


How to Add to Culture Grid

• Push for large amounts of information that do not change 
often and / or where the pull method is not possible (RESTful 
API)

• Pull for large amounts of information that are likely to 
change fairly often (OAI-PMH)

• Enter for small amounts of information (simple online forms)

• Input  data formats inc ESE; PNDS-DCAP; DC; RSLP-CLD



How to Use Culture Grid

• Search Box Builder to easily put custom Culture Grid searches 
on your website(s)

• Search API (SOLR and SRU based) to build search applications 
like the Culture Grid search or Find A Library

• Harvest (OAI-PMH) for collecting information from the Culture 
Grid to build services like Europeana the European cultural 
portal and Exploring 20th Century London

http://www.culturegrid.org.uk/sru/buildQuery
http://www.culturegrid.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/Culture-Grid-search-service-v2.pdf
http://www.peoplesnetwork.gov.uk/discover/findALibrary
http://www.openarchives.org/pmh/
http://www.openarchives.org/pmh/
http://www.openarchives.org/pmh/
http://www.suropeana.eu/
http://www.suropeana.eu/
http://www.20thcenturylondon.org.uk/


Get involved with Culture Grid

• culturegrid@collectionstrust.org.uk

• Collections Link networks for adding to 
or using the Culture Grid

• Call the Collections Trust between normal 
office hours (Mon-Fri, 9.00am to 5.00pm) on 
0207 022 1889

mailto:culturegrid@collectionstrust.org.uk
http://www.collectionslink.org.uk/index.cfm?ct=network.displayNetwork/name/Culture%20Grid%20Contributors/networkId/10
http://www.collectionslink.org.uk/index.cfm?ct=network.displayNetwork/name/Culture%20Grid%20Users/

